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TRUMP IMPEACHED 


President is the third U.S. chief executive to receive that sanction; 
he faces a trial in the Republican-led Senate 
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House Speaker Nancy Pelosi presides as the House votes Wednesday to approve 
the articles of impeachment against President Donald J. Trump. GETTY IMAGES 


President Donald J. Trump addresses impeachment during a Merry Christmas 
Rally on Wednesday at the Kellogg Arena in Battle Creek, Michigan. GETTY IMAGES 


John Fritze USA TODAY 


Wisconsin delegation follows 
partisan pattern; Kind votes yes 


WHAT’S NEXT 


The articles of impeach- 
ment will be sent to the 
Senate for a trial. But 
late Wednesday, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
did not rule out a delay 
in that step. Some 
House Democrats want 
a delay because Senate 
Republicans weren’t 
going to hold a full trial. 


WASHINGTON - President Donald Trump became the third 
president in history to be impeached after the House Wednesday 
charged him with “high crimes and misdemeanors” over his re- 
quest to Ukraine to investigate a political rival. 

After a day of tense debate and fiery recriminations, the House 
voted largely along partisan lines, reshuffling American politics at 
a time when voters are profoundly divided over the nation’s lead- 
ership and direction. 

The Democratic-led House approved two articles of impeach- 
ment. The first accused Trump of abusing his power by asking 
Ukrainian officials to announce investigations that would benefit 
his reelection. The second article charged Trump with obstructing 
the House investigation. The vote on the first article was 230-197,1 
present. The vote on the second was 229-198, 1 present. 

Every Democrat voted for the first article except Reps. Jeffer- 
son Van Drew of New Jersey and Collin Peterson of Minnesota. 
Rep. Jared Golden of Maine joined Van Drew and Peterson as the 
only Democrats to vote against the second article, obstruction of 
Congress. 
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WASHINGTON - In the end, the members of Congress from 
Wisconsin mirrored the almost perfect partisan divide in the 
House of Representatives in the impeachment of President Don- 
ald Trump Wednesday. 

Democrat Ron Kind, the only lawmaker from the state who kept 
his vote under wraps until the end, voted for both articles of im- 
peachment against Trump - abuse of power and obstruction of 
Congress — joining all but three members of his party on one count 
and all but four on another. 

Every House Republican voted against impeachment. One in- 
dependent (and former Republican) supported impeachment. 

Kind, a centrist Democrat from a western Wisconsin district 
that Trump narrowly carried in the 2016 presidential race, was 
one of just a handful of lawmakers who refused to declare their 


INSIDE: Trump tweets, 
then rallies supporters 
at appearance in Michi- 
gan. 6A 


ONLINE: Check during 
the day for further up- 
dates at jsonline.com 


See IMPEACHED, Page 6A See PARTISAN, Page 6A 


Large property tax hikes loom in state; school votes cited 


Alison Dirr Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
USA TODAY NETWORK - WISCONSIN 


Wisconsin residents could be facing 
their largest property tax increase in 10 
years, a report by the nonpartisan Wis- 
consin Policy Forum found. 

“School property taxes across Wis- 
consin are rising by more than $220 mil- 
lion on December 2019 tax bills, which 
suggests — when combined with in- 


creases in county and technical college 
district levies — that Wisconsin resi- 
dents could see their largest property 
tax increase in a decade,” the report 
states. 

School districts across the state are 
collectively raising K-12 schools’ portion 
of the property tax levy by 4.5%, a result 
of state budget changes and referen- 
dums approved by individual districts’ 
voters to exceed state revenue limits, 


16.68% as of 1/1/2019, subject to change. Interest accrues from date of purchase but waived if paid in full within 12 months. Available only at par 


the report found. 

School districts levied $5.21 billion in 
2019-20 property taxes compared with 
$4.99 billion in 2018-19, the report 
states. 

“Given the fact that the revenue lim- 
its were raised in the state budget, and 
given that a number of referenda have 
passed, it is not a surprise that school 
district levies are going up,” said Jason 
Stein, research director at the Wiscon- 
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sin Policy Forum. 

At the same time, they are going up 
more than had been projected during 
the state budget, he said. 

County property taxes increased to 
$2.28 billion in 2019-20 from $2.23 bil- 
lion in 2018-19, a 2.2% increase. Of the 
state’s 72 counties, 66 raised their prop- 
erty tax levies, the report states. 


See TAXES, Page 8A 


lock-in 2019 blowout sales prices 
for your spring 2020 project 
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if you purchase by 12/31/2019. $25 off discount applied after initial offer. Savings comparison is based on the purchase of a single unit at regular list price. APR of 
St. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2019 Andersen Corporation. AII rights reserved. 


Turmoil over food delivery apps Weather 


High 34° I Low 13° 
Partly cloudy. 
Forecast, 4C 


Voter rolls purge stands - for now 


Grubhub, DoorDash and other apps have added 
local restaurants to their platforms without 
permission. It hasn’t gone over well. Business, 10A 


An appeals court gives those bringing the 
suit until Monday to say why the 200,000+ 
people should be not removed. Local, 3A 
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